
Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Subbasin Joint Powers Authority 

City of Visalia- City '![Tulare- Tulare Irrigation District 

September 16, 2015 

Mark Nordberg- GSA Project Manager 
Senior Engineering Geologist 
Calif. Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, California 94236 

Subject: Notice of Formation and Election to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency 

Dear Mr. Nordberg: 

Pursuant to Water Code §10723.8, the cities ofVisalia and Tulare (collectively "Cities") along 
with the Tulare Irrigation District ("District") provide this notice offormation of the Mid­
Kaweah Subbasin Joint Powers Authority ("Mid-Kaweah JPA"), and of its election to serve as 
the Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("GSA"). The Mid-Kaweah JPA intends to serve as the 
GSA for the area comprising the collective jurisdictional area of its members, which is 
approximately one-third of the Kaweah Subbasin of the San Joaquin Valley Basin (No. 5-22.11 
per DWR Bulletin 118), or about 215 square miles of the 700 square-mile subbasin. A map of 
the boundaries of the Mid-Kaweah GSA is attached hereto as Exhibit "A," and a GIS shape file 
will be provided via separate electronic transmittal. 

These three entities comprising the Mid-Kaweah JPA have engaged for many years in projects 
and programs to further conjunctive use and other groundwater management programs of 
mutual benefit. They collectively encompass the major population centers of the subbasin 
(approximately 190,000 people), provide irrigation supplies to approximately 65,000 acres, and 
place heavy reliance on groundwater as a supply source for municipal and agricultural 
purposes. The Tulare Irrigation District maintains a groundwater management plan compliant 
with SB 1938, which covers much of the GSA territory, and also serves as the CASGEM 
monitoring entity for the District. 

Prior to their formation of the Mid-Kaweah JPA and election to serve as a GSA, the Cities and 
the District each conducted public hearings in accordance with Water Code § 10723(b ), which 
were noticed in accordance with Government Code §6066. Notices of Public Hearing are 
attached hereto as Exhibit "B." The Mid-Kaweah JPA was not formed by resolution, but 
rather, by entering into a Joint Powers Agreement, an executed copy of which is attached 
hereto as Exhibit "C." At this time, the Mid-Kaweah JPA has not adopted any ordinances, by­
laws, or other new authorities. 



The Kaweah Subbasin stakeholders have for some time been engaged in a GSA 
facilitation process under the auspices of the Center for Collaborative Policy at 
California State University, Sacramento. That process has begun to identify the other, 
adjacent GSAs that will soon form and, together with the Mid-Kaweah JPA, should 
encompass the entire subbasin. Pursuant to Water Code §10727(b)(s), the development 
of a coordination agreement amongst these entities is being discussed that will 
collectively evidence a progressive plan to achieve sustainability by the requisite 
timeframe and milestones per Water Code §10727.2. For a detailed list of interested 
parties and stakeholders, and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in 
the development and operation of the GSA and development and implementation of the 
groundwater sustainability plan to be developed by the Mid-Kaweah JPA, see Exhibit 
"D" attached hereto. 

Should you have any questions or require any information regarding this notice, please 
contact Paul Hendrix at (559) 686-3425. 

Attachments 

Exhibit A: 
Exhibit B: 
Exhibit C: 
ExhibitD: 

Sincerely, 

David Bixler 
Chairman, Mid-KaweahJPA Board 

Map of GSA Boundaries (GIS shape file to follow by separate submittal) 
Notices of Public Hearing pursuant to Water Code §1072S(b) 
Executed Joint Powers Agreement of the Mid-I-I:aweah JPA 
Listing oflnterested Parties per Water Code §10723.8(a)(1•) and 
explanation of how their interests will be considered 

cc: J. Paul Hendrix, Manager, Tulare Irrigation District 
Michael Olmos, City Manager, City of Visalia 
Don Dorman, City Manager, City ofTulare 



Exhibit "A" 





Exhibit "B" 



CITY OF VISALIA 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Visalia City Council will hold a public hearing July 
20, 2015, at 7:00p.m. in the City Council Chambers located at 707 W. Acequia, Visalia, 
CA, 93291 , as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and authorize the City Manager to enter into a Joint Powers 
Agreement among the City of Visalia, City of Tulare and the Tulare Irrigation District 
forming the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sub-basin Joint Powers Authority and 
authorization to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency, in order to take joint 
actions to achieve compliance under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 
2014. 

The hearing is open to the public and any person present will have the opportunity to be 
heard. For further information regarding this matter, please contact Leslie Caviglia , 
Assistant City Manager, at (559) 713-4512. 

DATES TO BE PUBLISHED: July 6, 2015 
July 13, 2015 



Visalia Newspapers, Inc. 
P.O. Box 31 , Visalia, CA 93279 
559-735-3200 I Fax 559-735-3210 

State Of California ss: 
County of Tulare 

Advertiser: CITY OF VISALIA LEGALS 
707 W ACEQUIA AVE 

Certificate of Publication 

VISALIA CA 93291 

Order# 0000569150 

RE: CITY OF VISALIA NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

l,~f-"-'--'-"::..=::..._-=::..:.......&--'--+-.:....:.........:::= 
Acco · nting Clerk, for the below mentioned 

newspaper(s) . am over the age of 18 years 

old, a citizen of the United States and not a 

party to, or have interest in this matter. I 

hereby certify that the attached advertisement 

appeared in said newspaper on the following 

Newspaper: Visalia Times Delta 

7/6/2015 7/13/2015 

I acknowledge that I am a principal clerk of 

said paper which is printed and published in 
the City of Visalia, County of Tulare, State of 

California. The Visalia Times Delta was 

adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation on July 25, 2001 by Tulare County 

Superior Court Order No. 41-20576. The 
Tulare Advance Register was adjudicated a 

newspaper of general circulation on July 25, 
2001 by Superior Court Order No. 52-43225. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregor~.y.;rue and corr'ect. / Executed on 
this day of , )Ill \1 , 2015 

in Vis;lia, California. j 

CllY OF VISALIA 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
VISalia City Council will hold a pub­
lic hearing on July 20, 2015, at 7:00 
p.m. In the City Council Chambers 
located at 707 W. Acequia, Visalia, 
CA. 93291, as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and au­
thorize the City Manager to enter 
Into a Joint Powers Agreement 
among the Crty of Visalia, City of 
Tulare and the Tulare Irrigation 
District forming the Mid-Kaweah . 
Groundwater Sub-basin Joint 
Powers Authority and authorization ' 
to serve as a Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency, in order to 
take joint actions to achieve compli­
ance under the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act of 
2014. 

The hearing Is open to th~ public 
and,. any peiSon present will have 
the opportunity to be heard. For 
further information regarding this 
matter, please contact Leslie 
Cavlglia, Assistant City Manager at 
(559) 713-4512. • 

Michelle Nicholson 
Chief Deputy City Clerk 
Pub: July 6,f3, 2015 156915() 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Tulare will hold a 
public hearing July 21 , 2015, at 7:00p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 
Tulare Public Library & Council Chambers, 491 North "M" Street, Tulare, 
Cal ifornia, as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and authorize the City Manager to enter into a Joint 
Powers Agreement among the City of Tulare, City of Visalia and the Tulare 
Irrigation District forming the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sub-basin Joint Powers 
Authority and election to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency, in order 
to take joint actions to achieve compliance under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014. 

The hearing is open to the public and any person present will have the 
opportunity to be heard. For further information regard ing this matter, please 
contact Don Dorman, City Manager, at (559) 684-4200. 

Publish : Thursday, July 2, 2015 



Visalia Newspapers, Inc. 
P.O. Box 31 , Visalia, CA 93279 
559-735-3200 I Fax 559-735-3210 

Certificate of Publication 

State Of Californ ia ss: 
County of Tulare 

Advertiser: CITY OF TULARE-CITY CLERK 
411 EKERN AVE 

TULARE CA 93274 

Order# 0000565393 

I •.L..l'\=-!...L-.u..~...:.......=____:_:_.:::_'..:./-~~""'-­
Accounting 
newspaper(s), am over the age of 18 years 
old, a citizen of the United States and not a 
party to, or have interest in this matter. I 
hereby certify that the attached advertisement 
appeared in said newspaper on the following 

Newspaper: Tulare Advance Register 

7/2/2015 

I acknowledge that I am a principal clerk of 
said paper which is printed and published in 
the City of Visalia, County of Tulare, State of 
California. The Visalia Times Delta was 
adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation on July 25, 2001 by Tulare County 
Superior Court Order No. 41 -20576. The 
Tulare Advance Register was adjudicated a 
newspaper of general circulation on July 25, 
2001 by Superior Court Order No. 52-43225. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

NOTICE Of PUBUC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
G_ty Council of the Gty of Tulclle 
wifl hold a public heanng July 21 
2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the Cl~ 
Cou~dl . Chambers of the Tulare 
Public library & Coundl Chambers 
491_ N~rth •M• Street, Tulare: 
Cahfornra, as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and au­
thorize the Gty Manager to enter 
into a Joint Powers Agreement 
among the City of Tulare, City of Vi­
salia and the Tulare lmgatlon 
District forming the Mid-Kaweah 
Groundwater Sub-basin Joint 
Powers Authority and election to 
serve as a Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency, in order to 
take joint actions to achieve compli­
ance under the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act of 
2014. 

The hearing is open to the public 
and any person present will have 
the opportunity to be heard. For 
further information regarding this I 
matter, please contact Don Dorman, 
City Manager, at (559) 684-4200. 

Publiih: July 2, 2015 #565393 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Tulare will hold a 
public hearing July 21 , 2015, at 7:00p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the 
Tulare Public Library & Council Chambers, 491 North "M" Street, Tulare, 
California , as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and authorize the City Manager to enter into a Joint 
Powers Agreement among the City of Tulare, City of Visalia and the Tulare 
Irrigation District forming the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sub-basin Joint Powers 
Authority and election to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency, in order 
to take joint actions to achieve compliance under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014. 

The hearing is open to the public and any person present will have the 
opportunity to be heard. For further information regarding this matter, please 
contact Don Dorman, City Manager, at (559) 684-4200. 

Publish: Thursday, July 9, 2015 



Visalia Newspapers. Inc. 
P.O. Box 31, Visalia, CA 93279 
559·735-3200 I Fax 559-735-3210 

Certificate of Publication 

State Of California ss: 
County of Tulare 

Advertiser: CITY OF TULARE-CITY CLERK 
411 EKERN AVE 
TULARE CA 93274 

Order# 0000573938 

'· '-11 e.et~. (;yh,-.Li1g, 
Aooo ntlng Clerk, for the below ~d 
IWWSpaper(s), am over the age of 18years 
old, a citizen of the United States and not a 
party to, or have Interest in this matter. I 
hereby certify that the attached advertisement 
appeared in said newspaper on the following 

Newspaper: Tulare Advance Register 

7/9/2015 

I acknowledge that I am a principal clerk of 
sald paper which is printed and published in 
the City of Visalia, County of Tulare, State of 
California. The Visalia Times Delta was 
adjudicated a newspaper of general 
circulation on July 25, 2001 by Tulare County 
Superior Court Order No. 41-20576, The 
Tulare Advance Register was adjudicated a 
newspaper of general circulation on July 25, 
200'1 by Superior Court Order No. 52-43225. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foreg~, )$ true and oo:~· ry•cutad on 
this :.::::tf:b_ day of I , 2015 
in Visalia, California. 

Dec lara 

NOTICE OF PUBliC HEARING 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
City .Col.lfldl of .the City of Tulare 
will hold a public hearing July 21, 
2015; M 7:~0. p.m. in .the City 
Council Chamber. of the Tulare 
Public Library & Council Chambers 
491 North 11 M";'. Street, Tulare' 
California, as described below:, ' 
Pit.bllc hearing !<> a~p(ovi ~n.d au· 
thon~e the City Manager to enter 
Into a 'Joint Powers ·Agreem11nt 
M!or)g tllo City ¢1 Tillar~ (ily.oi VI· 
"'" ond mo ·ru!ar< lrt1gatlon 
01>.~1~ forming ·tho Mid·«aweah 
Grou.ndwater · · :Still'llasin .Joint 
Pow~rs Authority:;:an~_-_ elect!qn -to 
serye -~$ ·:a~ - Groundwater 
Susta!n~bility:,A9~_ncy, i~, ofder to 
take .. l• .. mt·.'· ct.'• .. "' .. to ach.ie·ve· ' .. •m .. pli­ance.-:--Hmder - the SuStainable, 
Gro.undwater Management Act. of 
201.4. ' ~ ' 
rho JNating Is c>p;n lo tho hulillc 
a~d any parson pro"nt .wlll'havo 
tho •PP~IIunlty .to be h~.ard, For. 
ftllt.hor tnlo\mattoo rega1dlng, WI 
rn.~_~ter('pl_~ase cont~fC\- Dwt-Do_rmar~_1 
cltyM.anager, at (559) 684,!1200." 
PUQIIth: My 9, 2015 1573938 



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of the Tulare Irrigation 
District will hold a public hearing August 11, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. at the District's 
administration building, 6826 Avenue 240 in Tulare, California, as described 
below: 

Public hearing to approve and authorize the District to enter into a Joint Powers 
Agreement among the City of Tulare, City of Visalia and the Tulare Irrigation 
District forming the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sub-basin Joint Powers Authority 
and election to serve as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency, in order to take 
joint actions to achieve compliance under the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014. 

The hearing is open to the public and any person present will have the 
opportunity to be heard. For further information regarding this matter, please 
contact Paul Hendrix, District General Manager, at (559) 686-3425. 

Publish: Wednesday, July 29 and August 5, 2015 



Visalia Newspapers, Inc. 

P.O. Box 31, Visalia, CA 93279 

559-735-3200 I Fax 559-735-3210 

Certificate of Publication 

State Of California ss: 
County of Tulare 

Advertiser: TULARE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 
6826 AVENUE 240 

TULARE CA 93274 

Order# 0000609513 

RE: NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of 

I, c t_) c/\_{Lt~~~ , 
Accountmg Clerk, for t~ below mentioned 

newspaper(s), am over the age of 18 years 

old, a c itizen of the United States and not a 

party to, or have interest in this matter. I 

hereby certify that the attached advertisement 

appeared in said newspaper on the following 

Newspaper: Tulare Advance Register 

7/29/2015 8/5/2015 

I acknowledge that I am a principal clerk of 

said paper which is printed and published in 

the City of Visalia, County of Tulare, State of 

California . The Visalia Times Delta was 

adjudicated a newspaper of general 

circulation on July 25, 2001 by Tulare County 

Superior Court Order No. 41 -20576. The 

Tulare Advance Register was adjudicated a 

newspaper of general circulation on July 25, 

2001 by Superior Court Order No. 52-43225. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the 

foregoing_ is true and on 

this 'J day of --'"---'~~!'--· 2015 

in Visalia, California. 

Declarant 

NOTICE OF PUBUC HEARING 
NOnCE IS HEREBY GNEN that the 
Board of Directors of the Tulare Irri­
gation District will hold a public 
hearing August 11, 2015, at 9:00 
a.m. at the District's administration 
building, 6826 Avenue 240 in Tu­
lare, California, as described below: 

Public hearing to approve and au­
thorize the District to enter into a 
Joint Powers Agreement among the 
City of Tulare, City of Visalia and 
the Tulare Irrigation District form­
ing the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater 
Sub-basin Joint Powers Authority 
and election to serve as a 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency, 
in order to take joint actions to ach­
ieve compliance under the Sustaina­
ble Groundwater Management Act 
of 2014. 

The hearing is open to the public 
and any person present will have 
the opportunity to be heard. For 
further information regarding this 
matter, please contact Paul Hendrix, 
~!sY!'.'..~eneral Manager, at (559) 



Exhibit "C" 



I JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
2 
3 FORMATION OF THE 
4 MID-KAWEAH GROUNDWATER SUBBASIN JOINT POWERS AUTHORITY 
5 
6 
7 THIS AGREEMENT is entered Into as of September 14, 2015, and between 

8 the CITY OF VISALIA, the CITY OF TULARE (including its Board of Public Utilities 

9 Commissioners), both of which are Charter Law municipal corporations organized and existing 

10 under the laws of the State of California, and the TULARE IRRIGATION DISTRICT, a California 

11 Irrigation District organized pursuant to California Water Code §§ 20500 et seq., hereinafter 

12 collectively referred to as Members, with reference to the following: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

A. In September 2014, the Governor signed three bills (SB 1168, SB 1319, and AB 

1739) into law creating the Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (the Act). 

B. The Act requires the formation of a Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("GSA") 

that will be responsible for Implementing provisions of the Act as to each 

groundwater basin and groundwater subbasin falling within the provisions of the 

Act. 

C. The Members overlie the Kaweah Subbasin of the San Joaquin Valley 

Groundwater Basin (the 'Subbasin"), an unadjudicated groundwater basin, 

portions of which underlie the jurisdictional boundaries of each Member. 

D. The Members can exercise powers related to groundwater management within 

their jurisdictional boundaries and qualify individually to serve as a GSA under 

the provisions of the Act. 

E. Under the Act, a combination of local agencies may elect to form a joint GSA 

through a joint powers agreement. 

F. The Members intend by this Agreement to create a joint powers authority, and 

are authorized to enter into this Agreement pursuant to Government Code §§ 

6500 et seq. for the purpose of acting as an independent public agency to serve 

Page 1 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

as a single GSA under the Act for areas of the Subbasin underlying the 

jurisdictional boundaries of the Members. 

G. Under the Act, each GSA will be responsible for assuming its regulatory role by 

July 1, 2017, and for submitting a Groundwater Sustainability Plan ("GSP") to the 

California State Water Resources Control Board ("SWRCB") by either January 

31, 2020 or January 31, 2022, depending on criteria specified In the Act. 

H. The Members intend to negotiate and enter into Cooperation Agreements with 

other water agencies, cities, and the County of Tulare electing to serves as 

GSAs in the Subbasin, for the purpose of coordinating each GSA's GSP to 

collectively manage the Subbasin in a sustainable manner as required by the 

Act. 

I. The Members each caused notice of their consideration to serve as a joint GSA 

for the Subbasin to be published in the Visalia Times-Delta and the Tulare 

Advance-Register as required by the Act. 

J. Courtesy copies of the notice were mailed to the Kaweah Delta Water 

Conservation District, the Kaweah and St. John's Rivers Association, the Cities 

of Farmersville, Woodlake and Exeter, and the County of Tulare and any other 

party specifically requesting notification to the affected Member. 

K. On July 20, 2015, the City of Visalia held a public hearing to consider whether it 

should elect to become a joint GSA with each of the other Members for those 

portions of the Subbasin subject to their jurisdiction, and to do so by entering into 

this Agreement. 

L. On July 21, 2015, the City of Tulare held a public hearing to consider whether it 

should elect to become a joint GSA with each of the other Members for those 

portions of the Subbasin subject to their jurisdiction, and to do so by entering into 

this Agreement. 

Page 2 



I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

M. On August11, 2015, the Tulare Irrigation District held a public hearing to 

consider whether it should elect to become a joint GSA with each of the other 

Members for those portions of the Subbasin subject to their jurisdiction, and to 

do so by entering into this Agreement. 

N. The Members desire to begin collecting and organizing data, engaging and 

retaining experts and consultants, and soliciting feedback from stakeholders 

within the portion of the Subbasin subject to their jurisdiction, for the purpose 

preparing a GSP for the portions of the Subbasin subject to their jurisdiction, and 

for the purpose of negotiating Coordination Agreements with the other GSAs in 

the Subbasin to ensure that there is a coordinated plan for managing the 

Subbasin in compliance with the requirements of the Act. 

0. The Members further Intend by this Agreement to provide for the management 

and funding commitments reasonably anticipated to be necessary for the above 

purposes. 

P. The City of Tulare by charter has a Board of Public Utilities Commissioners to 

16 which responsibility has been delegated for water utility management, and which 

17 must thereby also be a signatory to this Agreement. 

18 ACCORDINGLY, IT IS AGREED: 

19 1. RECITALS: The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein by reference. 

20 2. DEFINITIONS: Unless otherwise required by the context, the following terms shall 

21 have the following meanings: 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

a. "Act" shall mean the California Groundwater Management Act of 2014 

and all regulations adopted under the legislation (SB 1168, SB 1319 and AB 

1739) which collectively comprise the Act, as that legislation and those 

regulations may be amended from time to time. 

b. "Authority" shall mean the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Subbasin Joint Powers 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Authority, which is the public and separate legal entity created by this 

Agreement. 

c. "Board" or "Board of Directors" shall mean the Board of Directors of the Authority 

as provided in this Agreement to govern and administer the Authority. 

d. "Member" shall mean any of the signatories of this Agreement and "Members" 

shall mean all of the signatories to this Agreement. 

e. "Subbasin" shall mean the Kaweah Subbasin of the San Joaquin Valley 

Groundwater Basin, as identified In Bulletin 116 prepared by the California 

Department of Water Resources. 

f. "Groundwater Sustainabllity Agency" or "GSA" shall mean an agency enabled by 

the Act to regulate portions of the Subbasin cooperatively with all other 

Groundwater Sustainability Agencies in the Subbasin, in compliance with the 

terms and provisions of the Act. 

g. "DWR" shall mean the California Department of Water Resources. 

g. "SWRCB" shall mean the California State Water Resources Control Board. 

h. "County'' shall mean the County of Tulare. 

i. "Other Kaweah Agencies" shall mean all other governmental agencies whose 

jurisdictions include the land overlying the Subbasin or whose jurisdictions 

19 include some governmental authority over the Subbasin. 

20 3. CERTIFICATION: Each Member, as a signatory to this Agreement, certifies and 

21 declares that it is a public agency, as defined by Government Code§ 6500, that is authorized to 

22 enter into a joint powers agreement to contract with each other for the joint exercise of any 

23 common power under Article 1, Chapter 5, Division 7, Tille 1 of the Government Code. 

24 4. CREATION OF SEPARATE AGENCY: There is hereby created an agency separate 

25 from the parties to the Agreement, and which is responsible for the administration of the 

26 Agreement, to be known as the "MID-KAWEAH GROUNDWATER SUBBASIN JOINT POWERS 
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I AUTHORITY" {the "Authority"). Within thirty {30) days of the effective date of this Agreement, the 

2 Members shall cause a notice of this Agreement to be prepared and filed with the office of the 

3 California Secretary of State as required by Government Code § 6503.5. 

4 5. PURPOSES and MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES: The Authority is formed with the 

5 purpose and Intent of jointly forming a separate entity to fulfill the role of a GSA consisting of the 

6 Members, so that the Members may collectively develop, adopt, and implement a Groundwater 

7 Sustainabillty Plan {"GSP") for the sustainable management of groundwater for that portion of the 

8 Subbasin underlying the jurisdictional boundaries of the Members, as those boundaries may be 

9 amended from time to time. Notwithstanding their intent to collectively develop, adopt, and 

10 Implement a GSP, the Members intend to maintain complete control and autonomy over the 

II surface water and groundwater assets to which they are currently legally entitled, and make no 

12 commitments by entering into this Agreement to share or otherwise contribute their water supply 

13 assets as part of the preparation of a GSP. The geographic boundaries of the GSA 

14 contemplated by the Members are set forth In the map attached hereto as Exhibit 'A", which is 

15 Incorporated herein by this reference. The Authority will also represent the Members in 

16 discussions with Other Kaweah Agencies, and shall enter into Coordination Agreements with 

J 7 those that form GSAs as required by the Act, to achieve an integrated, comprehensive basin-

IS wide plan that satisfies the Act as to sustainable groundwater management required by the Act 

19 for the entire Subbasin. 

20 The Members may exercise independent power within their own jurisdiction, including 

21 but not limited to, the establishment or approval of fees and the exercise and administration of an 
22 powers held by each Member with regards to groundwater management and regulation as they 

23 existed prior to the approval of this Agreement and/or consistent with the Act, except as 

24 otherwise provided in this Agreement and/or as required by the Act. Should a Member choose to 

25 withdraw from the Authority in accordance with the terms of this Agreement, that Member 

26 expressly retains the right to serve as the GSA for the groundwater basin underlying its 
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1 jurisdictional boundaries. Members shall be responsible within each of their own jurisdictions for 

2 the implementation of any GSP developed by the Authority, unless otherwise provided for in this 

3 Agreement or as required by the Act. The Members enter this Agreement with the intent to 

4 operate the Authority in compliance with the requirements of the Act with a minimum level of staff, 

5 addressing those operations and programs that can be most cost-effectively handled at the 

6 regional level by maximizing local resources, private sector participation and contract services. 

7 Each Member will be responsible for adhering to the terms of this Agreement, for constructively 

8 participating in the efforts to achieve compliance with the Act, and for timely payment of 

9 contributions that are approved by the Board in compliance with this Agreement. 

I 0 6. POWERS: The Members intend that the Authority provide for the joint exercise of 

11 certain powers common to the Members in studying, planning and cooperatively and sustainably 

12 managing groundwater in the Subbasin, and for the exercise of such additional powers as are 

13 conferred by law in order to meet the requirements of the Act. The Members are each 

14 empowered by the laws of the State of California to exercise the powers specified in this 

15 Agreement, and to comply with the provisions of the Act and other laws. These common powers 

16 shall be exercised for the benefit of any one or more of the Members or otherwise In the manner 

17 set forth in this Agreement. Subject to the limitations set forth In this Agreement, the Authority 

18 shall have the powers to perform ali acts necessary to accomplish its purpose as stated In this 

19 Agreement, including but not limited to the following: 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

a. To make and/or assume contracts and to employ agents, employees, 

consultants and such other persons or firms as the Board may deem necessary, 

to the full exercise of the Authority's power, including, but not limited to, 

engineering, hydrogeological, and other consultants, and with attorneys and 

accountants and financial advisors, for the purpose of providing any service 

required by the Authority to accomplish its purposes and Member responsibilities 

identified in Section 5; 
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I b. To conduct all necessary research and investigations, and to compile 

2 appropriate reports and collect data from ail available sources to assist in 

3 preparation of a GSP, and for development of Coordination Agreements with 

4 other GSAs in the Subbasin, so as to allow the Members to participate in the 

5 sustainable management of the Subbasin in compliance with the Act; 

6 c. To cooperate, act in conjunction with, and contract with the United States, the 

7 State of California, or any agency thereof, the County of Tulare, 11nd the Other 

g Kaweah Agencies, or any of them, in the full exercise of the Authority's powers 

9 as a GSA; 

10 d. To apply for, accept and receive licenses, permits, water rights, approvals, 

II agreements, grants, loans, gifts, contributions, donations or other aid from any 

12 agency of the United States, the State of California or other public or private 

13 person or entity necessary for fulfilling the purposes of a GSA; 

14 e. By unanimous vote of its Board, acquire by grant, purchase, lease, gift, devise, 

15 contract, construction, eminent domain or otherwise, and hold, use, enjoy, sell, 

16 let, and dispose of, real and personal property of every kind, including lands, 

17 water rights, structures, buildings, rights-of-way, easements, and privileges, and 

18 construct, maintain, alter, and operate any and ail works or Improvements, within 

19 or outside the agency, necessary or proper to carry out any of the purposes of 

20 the Authority (Water Code § 1 0726.2); 

21 f. To utilize the GSA enforcement powers identified in the Act (Water Code § 

22 1 0732), including the imposition and collection of civil penalties that shall be 

23 utilized in accordance with the requirements of the Act; 

24 g. To sue and be sued in its own name; 

25 h. To provide for the prosecution of, defense of, or other participation in actions or 

26 proceedings at law or in public meetings in which the Members, pursuant to this 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

i. 

Agreement, may have an interest, and to employ counsel or other expert 

assistance for that purpose; 

By the unanimous vote of its Board, to adopt an initial operating budget and 

Initial member contributions within ninety (90) days of the execution of this 

Agreement, and an annual budget and Member contributions to same, by June 

30 of each year; 

j. To incur debts, liabilities or obligations, subject to the limitations provided in this 

Agreement; 

k. By unanimous vole of its Board, to impose fees authorized by the Act (Water 

Code§§ 10730-10731), without any limitation on a Member's ability to impose 

fees within its jurisdiction, to fund the cost of furthering the purposes of this 

Agreement, complying with the Act, and sustainably managing groundwater 

within the Subbasin; 

I. To adopt rules, regulations, policies and procedures for governing the operation 

of the GSA and adoption and implementation of the GSP consistent with the 

powers and purposes of the Authority and as authorized by Chapter 5 of the Act; 

m. To investigate legislation and proposed legislation affecting the Act and the 

Subbasin and make appearances regarding such matters; 

n. To take such actions as are deemed necessary to achieve its specific and 

20 limited purposes as stated above. 

21 7. OBliGATIONS OF AUTHORITY: No debt, liability or obligation of the Authority shall 

22 constitute a debt, liability or obligation of any of the Members, except as otherwise provided in 

23 this Agreement. 

24 8. DESIGNATION OF ADMINISTERING AGENCY: The powers of the Authority 

25 provided In this Agreement shall be exercised in the manner provided by law for the exercise of 

26 such powers by the Members. 
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1 9. ORGANIZATION: 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

a. GOVERNING BOARD: The Authority shall be governed by a Board of Directors 

which shall be composed of two (2) City of Visalia City Councilmembers, a total 

of two (2) members from either or both of the following: City of Tulare City 

Council or the City of Tulare Board of Public Utilities, and two (2) members of the 

Tulare Irrigation District Board of Directors, who will be considered the principal 

Directors. In addition, each of the Members may designate one (1) Alternate 

Director who may participate on the Authority Board only when a principal 

Director is absent. An Alternate Director may, but need not be a member of the 

legislative body of the Member agency that he or she represents. Directors and 

Alternate Directors shall serve without compensation, except that they may be 

reimbursed for reasonable expenses associated with their service on the Board 

as authorized by the Board. 

b. TERM: The Authority Board Members shall serve without terms and at the 

pleasure of the legislative body which appointed them. 

c. MEETINGS: Regular meetings of the Board may be held quarterly, or as the 

Board determines as necessary, on such dates and times and at such locations 

as the Board shall fix by resolution. Special meetings of the Board shall be called 

in accordance with Government Code § 54956. All meetings shall comply with 

the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act (Government Code §§ 54950 at seq.). 

d. QUORUM: Fifty percent (50%) of the Board of Directors plus one (1) shall 

constitute a quorum in order to conduct business. 

e. VOTING: A simple majority of, the quorum shall be required for the adoption of a 

resolution, ordinance, contract authorization or other action of the Board, except 

that: 

(a) A majority vote of less than a quorum may vote to adjourn; 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 f. 

26 

(b) Any of the following actions shall require a unanimous vote of the entire 

Board (which may include alternates): 

(1) Adoption of an initial budget; 

(2) Adoption or modification of the annual budget; 

(3) Contracts over $25,000 and for terms in excess of two (2) years; 

(4) Admission of additional members; 

(5) Appointment, employment, or dismissal of an employee, including 

any independent contractor who functions as an employee; 

(6) Setting the amounts of any contributions or fees to be made or paid 

to the Authority from any Member; 

(7) Compromise or payment of any claim against the Authority; 

(8) Acquisition by grant, purchase, lease, gift, devise, contract, 

construction, or otherwise, and hold, use, enjoy, sell, let, and dispose 

of, real and personal property of every kind, including lands, water 

rights, structures, buildings, rights-of-way, easements, and privileges, 

and construct, maintain, alter, and operate any and all works or 

improvements, within or outside the agency, necessary or proper to 

carry out any of the purposes of the Authority. 

(9) Adoption and imposition of any fees pursuant to Water Code §§ 

10730-10731; 

(1 0) Replacement of the annual special audit required by Government 

Code § 6505 with an audit covering a two year period; 

(11) Approval of a GSP for the portions of the Subbbasin identified by the 

GSA boundaries. 

MINUTES: The Board shall cause minutes of all meetings to be prepared, and 

shall cause a copy of the minutes to be delivered to each member of the Board, 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

and filed with the governing body of each party, as soon as practicable after 

each meeting. 

g. RULES: The Board shall adopt such other rules and regulations for the conduct 

of Its business as a GSA and in the implementation of any GSP as it shall deem 

necessary or desirable consistent with the provisions of this Agreement and the 

Act. 

h. OFFICERS: The officers of the Authority shall be a Chairperson, and 

Vice-Chairperson, and such other officers as the Board shall designate. The 

election of officers will take place at the first meeting of a new fiscal year. The 

Treasurer shall be formally designated by a resolution adopted by the Board of 

Directors stating the effective date of the appointment and the term of the 

appointment. 

i. 

j. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE: The Board shall create an Advisory Committee for 

the purpose of soliciting Information from the Other Kaweah Agencies and 

potentially affected stakeholders utilizing groundwater within the jurisdictional 

boundaries of the Members and potentially subject to the GSP to be developed 

by the Authority. Membership on the Advisory Committee and the time/date for 

meetings shall be at the discretion of the Board. 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE: The Board shall create a Management 

Committee for the purpose of overseeing all activities undertaken in pursuit of 

the goals and objectives of the Authority identified In this Agreement, and for 

reporting upon same to the Board. The Management Committee shall be 

comprised of one staff person from each of the Members. The Management 

Committee shall, among other things, be responsible for the approval of all 

expenditures authorized by the Board through their approval of budget 

appropriations as required herein. The Management Committee may also 
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I 

2 

3 

4 

establish a Technical Advisory Subcommittee for the purpose of assisting the 

Management Committee and the Board with the technical aspects of GSP 

development and Implementation of the Act. 

k. ADDITIONAL MEMBERS: The Board shall allow additional members to join the 

5 Authority only by unanimous vote. Additional members must be capable of 

6 being designated as a GSA under the Act, and must be a stakeholder located 

7 within the Subbasin. The Board may set whatever conditions it deems 

8 necessary in order to allow the Inclusion of additional members, including but not 

9 limited to the reimbursement of such additional members' proportionate share of 

l 0 the costs already incurred by the Members. 

II 10. FISCAL AGENT, DEPOSITORY AND ACCOUNTING: The Treasurer appointed by 

12 the Board is designated as the fiscal agent and depository for the Authority. The Treasurer may, 

13 but need not be, the Finance Director, or designee thereof, of any of the Authority's Members. 

14 The Treasurer shall be the depositary and have custody of all money of the Authority, from 

15 whatever source, subject to the applicable provisions of any indenture or resolution providing for 

16 a trustee or other fiscal agent. All funds of the Authority shall be held in the joint operating fund 

17 established by Section 13, or such other separate accounts as may be necessary, in the name of 

18 the Authority and not commingled with the funds of any Member or any other person or entity. 

19 Full books and accounts shall be maintained for the Authority in accordance with practices 

20 established by, or consistent with, those utilized by the Controller of the State of California for 

21 public entities. The books and records of the Authority shall be open to inspection by the 

22 Members at all reasonable times, and by bondholders and lenders as and to the extent provided 

23 by resolution or indenture. 

24 11. ACCOUNTABILITY, REPORTS AND AUDITS: There shall be strict accountability of 

25 all funds, and an auditor designated by the Board shall report any and all receipts and 

26 disbursements to the Board with such frequency as shall reasonably be required by the Board. 
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1 The Authority will utilize the services of an outside Independent certified public accountant to 

2 make an annual audit of the accounts and records of the Authority as required by Government 

3 Code § 6505, unless the Members, by unanimous vote, elect to conduct the audit for a two (2) 

4 year period. In each case, the minimum requirements of the audit shall be those prescribed by 

5 the State Controller for special districts pursuant to Government Code § 26909, and shall 

6 conform to generally accepted accounting principles. The outside independent certified public 

7 accountant selected by the Authority shall be formally designated by a resolution adopted by the 

8 Board of Directors stating the effective date of the appointment and the term of the appointment. 

9 12. OPERATING BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES: The Board shall, by unanimous vote, 

I 0 approve an in initial operating budget within ninety (90) days following the execution of this 

II Agreement. Thereafter, the fiscal year for the Authority shall extend from July 1 to June 30 of 

12 each year, and the Board shall, by unanimous vote, adopt an annual operating budget for the 

13 coming fiscal year by June 30 of each year, as required to conduct Its business in a manner 

14 consistent with the purposes of the Authority. All expenditures within the designations and 

15 limitations of the applicable approved budget appropriations shall be made upon approval of the 

I 6 Management Committee. The Treasurer shall draw checks or warrants or make payments by 

17 other means for claims or disbursements not within an applicable budget onlY. upon the approval 

18 of the Board and in accordance with Board directions and authorizations concerning authorized 

19 account signatories. The Authority may invest any money in the treasury that is not required for 

20 its immediate necessities in the same manner, and upon the same conditions, as any local 

21 agency may do pursuant to Government Code § 53635. 

22 13. CONTRIBUTIONS AND ALTERNATIVE FUNDING SOURCES: The Authority shall 

23 have the power to establish a joint operating fund. The fund shall be used to pay all 

24 administrative, operating and other expenses Incurred by the Authority, and shall be funded by 

25 from Member contributions as set forth in the initial and annual operating budget required by 

26 Section 12. The Authority may also seek funding from other alternative sources, including but not 
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limited to state and federal grants or loans, and unless specifically allocated by the unanimous 

2 vote of the Board, all funding contributions obtained from alternative sources shall be equally 

3 allocated to each Member. 

4 The Board may arrange payment of the expenses of the Authority through an 

5 alternative funding source. In accordance with Government Code § 6512.1, the Board may direct 

6 repayment or return to the Members all or part of the contributions made by the Members, upon 

7 such terms as may be consistent with any indebtedness incurred by the Authority. Unless 

8 otherwise prohibited by the alternative funding source, said alternative source's funds will be 

9 disbursed before local funds for covered Authority obligations. 

10 14. ASSESSMENTS FOR EXTRAORDINARY COSTS: In the event the Authority should 

II experience an unanticipated need to pay for extraordinary costs, or to pay for any and all costs of 

12 litigation or indemnification as provided in this Agreement, and to the extent that such costs 

13 cannot otherwise be reasonably funded through use of reserves on hand or through the other 

14 revenue sources authorized by this Agreement, the Board may allocate the additional costs, 

15 whether actually Incurred or estimated to be necessary. Unless specifically allocated by the 

16 unanimous vote of the Board all allocations shall be equally allocated to each Member. The 

17 Members agree that they will then contribute their proportionate share of the additional costs 

18 within a reasonable period of time as determined by the Board. 

19 15. INITIAL STAFFING CONTRIBUTIONS: The Authority initially intends to pursue the 

20 goals and objectives identified in this Agreement by utilizing the staff of each of the Members to 

21 pursue those operations, investigations and programs that can be most cost-effectively handled 

22 by maximizing Member staff and resources. The Management Committee shall meet to 

23 determine the respective initial staffing contributions of the Members that will be utilized during 

24 the lime period covered by the Initial operating budget. Thereafter, all Mernber staff contributions 

25 to conducting the activities of the Authority shall be recommended by the Management 

26 Committee for approval by the Board at the time for adopting the annual budget for the Authority. 
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1 In the event that the staffing contributions of the Members recommended by the Management 

2 Committee are not allocated equally amongst the Members, the Board may adjust the monetary 

3 contributions of the Members as specified in Section 13 herein. 

4 16. DISPUTE RESOLUTION: Should any controversy arise between the Members 

5 concerning this Agreement or the rights and duties of any Member under this Agreement, the 

6 Members shall submit the matter to a person appointed by the Management Committee to 

7 mediate the dispute. The appointed mediator shall be a person who is not an employee or agent 

8 of any Member and who has knowledge of and experience in the management of groundwater 

9 resources. The appointed mediator shall render a final decision on the matter in dispute and will 

10 be compensated by the Authority. 

11 17. WITHDRAWAL: 

12 a. NOTICE TO MEMBERS: Any Member may withdraw from the Authority by 

13 delivery of written notice to withdraw to each of the Members at least one hundred 

14 twenty (120) days prior to the date of withdrawal ("Withdrawal Notice Period'). 

I 5 b. EFFECT OF WITHDRAWAL: The withdrawal of the Member shall have no effect 

16 on the continuance of this Agreement among the remaining Members. After 

17 providing written notice of withdrawal, the withdrawing Member shall neither be 

18 entitled nor obligated to participate in a vote on any matter before the Board, 

19 including but not limited to adoption of the annual operating budget required by 

20 Section 12 and the assessment for extraordinary costs allowed by Section 14. 

21 c. CONTINUING FISCAL OBLIGATIONS: Any Member that withdraws as provided 

22 herein shall remain proportionately liable during the Withdrawal Notice Period for 

23 its proportionate share of the annual operating budget required by Section 12. If 

24 the remaining Members elect to incur extraordinary costs in accordance with 

25 Section 14, the withdrawing Member shall be proportionately liable during the 

26 Withdrawal Notice Period for the obligations or debts approved and incurred by the 
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I Authority for those extraordinary costs. Any Member that withdraws shall remain 

2 proportionately liable for any unfunded capital expenditures incurred or approved 

3 prior to the date of written notice of withdrawal of such Member. 

4 d. CONTINUING CLAIMS OBLIGATIONS: Members will remain obligated to 

5 contribute their proportionate share (based upon the membership roll as of the 

6 date of the claim), including without limitation legal defense costs, for any 

7 occurrences incurred during the Member's membership, but not presented as a 

8 claim against the Authority until after the Member's withdrawal. 

9 e. DIVISIONS OF PROPERTY ASSETS: The real or personal property assets 

I 0 contributed by the withdrawing member or the value of the real or personal 

II property assets at the date of withdrawal will be returned to the withdrawing 

12 member. 

13 18. TERM AND TERMINATION: This Agreement shall become effective, and the 

14 Authority shall come Into existence, on the dale that the last of the named parties executes the 

15 Agreement. The Agreement, and the Authority, shall thereafter continue in full force and effect 

16 until the governing bodies of the parties unanimously elect to terminate the Agreement. 

17 Upon effective election to terminate this Agreement, the Board shall continue to act as 

18 a board to wind up and settle the affairs of the Authority. The Board shall adequately provide for 

19 the known debts, liabilities and obligations of the Authority, and shall then distribute the assets of 

20 the Authority among the Members, as follows: 

21 

22 

23 

a. The assets contributed by each Member, or the value thereof as of the dale of 

termination shall be distributed to that entity. 

b. The remaining assets shall then be distributed to each Member in equal 

24 proportions. 

25 The distribution of assets shall be made in-kind to the extent possible by returning to 

26 each Member those assets contributed by such parties to the Authority; however, no party shall 
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1 be required to accept transfer of an asset in kind. 

2 Notwithstanding any other provision by the Board for payment of ail known to debts, 

3 liabilities and obligations of the Authority, each of the Members shall remain liable for any and ail 

4 such debts, liabilities, and obligations in equal proportions, or in the proportion specified by 

5 unanimous action of the Board if alternative proportions are so specified for particular actions or 

6 activities that give rise to such debts, liabilities, and obligations. 

7 19. INDEMNIFICATION/CONTRIBUTION: The Authority shall hold harmless, defend and 

8 indemnify the Members, and their agents, officers and employees from and against any liability, 

9 claims, actions, costs, damages or losses of any kind, including death or injury to any person 

I 0 and/or damage to property (including property owned by any Member), arising out of the activities 

II of the Authority, or its agents, officers and employees under this Agreement. The foregoing 

12 indemnification obligations shall continue beyond the term of this Agreement as to any acts or 

13 omissions occurring before or under this Agreement or any extension of this Agreement. 

14 To the extent that the Authority Is unable or unwilling to hold harmless, defend and 

15 indemnify any party to this Agreement as provided in this Section, such party shall be entitled to 

16 contribution from each of the other parties in equal proportion to the extent one Member pays 

17 more than its equal share of such obligation. 

18 20. INSURANCE: The Authority shall obtain insurance for the Board members and 

19 general liability insurance containing liability In such amounts as the Board shall determine will be 

20 necessary to adequately insure against the risks of liability that may be incurred by the Authority. 

21 The Members, their officers, directors and employees, shall be named as additional insureds. 

22 21. CLAIMS: Ail claims against the Authority, including, but not limited to, claims by public 

23 officers and employees for fees, salaries, wages, mileage, or any other expenses, shall be filed 

24 within the time and in the manner specified in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 910) of Part 

25 3, Division 3.6 of nle J of the Government Code, which describes the appropriate content of a 

26 claim. 
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1 22. ENTIRE AGREEMENT REPRESENTED: This Agreement represents the entire 

2 agreement among the parties as to its subject matter and no prior oral or written understanding 

3 shall be of any force or effect. No part of this Agreement may be modified without the written 

4 consent of all of the parties. 

5 23. HEADINGS: Section headings are provided for organizational purposes only and do 

6 not in any manner affect the scope, meaning or intent of the provisions under the headings. 

7 24. NOTICES: Except as may be otherwise required by law, any notice to be given shall 

8 be written and shall be either personally delivered sent by facsimile transmission, emaiied or sent 

9 by first class mail, postage prepaid and addressed as follows: 

I 0 The Authority 
11 
12 To all of its Members, who are identified as follows: 
13 
14 MEMBERS: 
15 
16 City of Tulare 
17 City Manager 
18 411 E. Kern Ave. 
19 Tulare, CA 9327 4 
20 Fax No.: (559) 685-2398 I Confirming No.: (559) 684-4200 
21 
22 Tulare Irrigation District 
23 General Manager 
24 6826 Avenue 240 
25 Tulare, CA 93274 
26 (559) 686-3425 
27 
28 City of Visalia 
29 City Manager 
30 425 East Oak Avenue, Suite 301 
31 Visalia, CA 93291 
32 (559) 713-4314 
33 
34 Notice delivered personally, sent by facsimile transmission, emailed is deemed to be 

35 received upon receipt. Notice sent by first class mail shall be deemed received on the fourth day 

36 after the date of mailing. Any party may change the above address by giving written notice 

37 pursuant to this Section. 

38 25. CONSTRUCTION: This Agreement reflects the contributions of ali parties and 
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1 accordingly the provisions of Civil Code Section 1654 shall not apply to address and interpret any 

2 uncertainty. 

3 26. NO THIRD PARTY BENEFICIARIES INTENDED: Unless specifically set forth, the 

4 parties to this Agreement do not intend to provide any other party with any benefit or enforceable 

5 legal or equitable right or remedy. 

6 27. WAIVERS: The failure of any party to insist on strict compliance with any provision of 

7 this Agreement shall not be considered a waiver of any right to do so, whether for that breach or 

8 any subsequent breach. 

9 28. CONFLICT WITH LAWS OR REGULATIONS/SEVERABILITY: This Agreement Is 

I 0 subject to all applicable laws and regulations. If any provision of this Agreement is found by any 

I 1 court or other legal authority, or is agreed by the parties, to be in conflict with any code or 

I 2 regulation goveming its subject, the conflicting provision shall be considered null and void. If the 

I 3 effect of nullifying any conflicting provision is such that a material benefit of the Agreement to any 

14 party Is lost, the Agreement may be terminated at the option of the affected party. In all other 

I 5 cases the remainder of the Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 

I 6 29. FURTHER ASSURANCES: Each party agrees to execute any additional documents 

17 and to perform any further acts which may be reasonably required to affect the purposes of this 

18 Agreement. 

19 30. COUNTERPARTS: This Agreement may be signed in one or more counterparts, each 

20 of which shall be deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute one and the same 

21 instrument. 

22 31. AMENDMENT: This document may only be amended with a unanimous vote by its 

23 Members. 

24 THE PARTIES, having read and considered the above provisions, indicate their agreement 

25 by their authorized signatures. 
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2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

CITY OF TULARE Signature page 

THE PARTIES. having read and considered the above provisions. indicate their 
agreement by their authorized signatures below. 

CITY OF TULARE 

Date _ q_,__.-_\ 4_-_l_tJ __ _ 

-Date ----'-9 _- _1_-J_ ·_I_J ___ _ 

CITY OF TULARE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

:..-~---=='---"""?~~- ~zs~~~~.::::::_-_____ Date _q..!-.'_-_1_1-..;..._/_~ __ 
President, Board of Public Utilities Commissioners 

Date _ q__,__-__,_/---'L/'---__,_/-=5::;.....__ 

Secretary, Board of Public Utilities Commissioners 

Approved to Form 
City of Tulare City Attorney 

Date _________ _ 
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2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

CITY QE TULARE Signature page 

THE PARTIES. having read and considered the above provisions. Indicate their 
agreement by their authorized slgnatyres below. 

CITY OF TULARE 

City Manager 

A TrEST 
City Clerk 

Date~~--~~---

Date 

CITY OF TULARE BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

Dale 
"'P""re-s""'ld""'en""'t-, B"'o-a..,.rd"of"""P""u""'bl"'lc"u"t;;;llit::;-:le:-:s-;C;-:o-::m:-:m:;-is:-:s:;:lo:-:n=ers ----·----

Date ________ _ 

ATTEST 
Secretary, Board of Public Utilities Commlsslon~rs 

Approved to Form 
City ofTulare City "orney 

/ / 
/ _/;:. ,-' . 

/ I .. ·' .' . j' 

_,/ ,-1 .. _/- / ; 
·. (l /~\-;.' \/_:·. '._/ ·:' !·. 

' . . 

hi!li< fl- -

Date ,, 

Page 20 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

TULARE IRRIGATION DISTRICT Signature page 

THE PARTIES, having read and considered the above provisions, indicate their 
agreement by their authorized signatures below. 

TULARE IRRIGATION DISTRICT 

~.d~~ 
President of the Board 

~ec eta~ of the Board 

Approved to Form 
District Counsel 

/ / 

Date .J/1 ~/15" 

Date. ___ ~.f_-_1_'...:....(_-._1 .:.;;,_;-___ _ 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

CITY OF VISALIA Signature page 

THE PARTIES. having read and considered the above provisions. indicate their 
agreement by their authorized signatures below. 

Date _q-+-J__Ic-+J/_;_~--

19 

~r~u4~-J 
23 City C erk 

Date _ q.:-.<,/_,_1 .=...os/~1-=-5 _ _ 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

Approved to Form 
City of Visalia City Attorney 

Date __ 1_--_11...;...._,-_1_5 ___ _ 
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I 
2 
3 

EXHIBIT"A" 

GEOGRAPHIC BOUNDARIES OF THE GSA 
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Exhibit "D" 

Mid-Kaweah JP A 

Interested Parties per SGMA §10723.2; 10723.8(a)(4) 

The Mid-Kaweah Joint Powers Authority (JPA) intends to use the following strategies and 
methods, and any other ways later discovered, for contacting interested parties listed as well as 
any later discovered interested parties: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Conducting regular fully noticed public meetings in accordance with California law; 
Use reports, press releases, and coverage of the public meetings in news distribution 
media to make the public, interested parties, and potentially interested parties aware of 
the issues and JP A discussions and actions; 

Direct mailings to those req nesting special notice and to any known well owners or 
operators with regard to significant communications; 

Websites on the existing three JPA members' websites (Tulare Irrigation District and 
cities of Visalia and Tulare) and on a JPA website implemented after initial formation 
formalities; 

Participation and sharing of JPA related information in the context of mediations, 
meetings, and other activities with other agencies and property owners overlying the 
Kaweah Sub-basin including, but not limited to, such activities with the largest 
overlying entities such as the County of Tulare and the Kaweah Delta Water 
Conservation District; 

Participation and sharing JPA information at conferences (both within and outside of 
the JPA-GSA's jurisdictional boundaries); 

Inclusion of information of GSA significance within billing materials for the City of 
Tulare and Tulare Irrigation District and within other City of Visalia sponsored 
mailings to its residents; 

Outreach and communication with known and discovered advocates for disadvantaged 
communities within the JPA and surrounding areas; 

Communication using each of the above methods with any other water purveyors, 
retailers, wholesalers, and the like who either pump or distribute water within the 
jurisdictional boundaries of the JPA; 

Compliance with the California Public Records Act with regard to information 
requested by any party. 

Organizing documents of the .JPA require regular noticed public meetings that shall be 
conducted consistently with California public meeting laws within the boundaries of the .JPA. 
Part of the motivation for forming the JPA was to create a readily accessible public forum for 
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discussion and official actions. This is seen as a primary GSA operational mechanism for 
regular communication with interested parties through the notification and open meeting and 
media reporting cycle. In this way interested parties (who may not yet even be fully known to 
the JPA) and the public can be fully informed of the activities and discussions of the JPA with 
regard to Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) formulation and methods to be applied to 
achieve the goals ofSGMA. Likewise, the JPA organizing documents include formation of an 
Advisory Committee, where interested parties will have the opportunity to interface with the 
GSA and provide opportunities to interface on various important SGMA implementation issues 
related to GSA operations and GSP preparation. In addition, there will also be a Technical 
Subcommitee to the JPA's Management Committee, which will allow stakeholders and their 
agents with technical expertise to engage on technical issues related to development of a GSP 
and its implementation. In addition to the aforementioned strategies and methods, the JPA will 
remain open to finding new opportunities and techniques for expanding communication 
avenues with the public and other interested parties. 

Specific Interested Parties situated within the Mid-Kaweah GSA and outer Kaweah Sub-Basin 
as identified per SGMA § 10723.2 are identified following. Where appropriate, the listing 
includes recognition of how such entities may serve within the governance and committee 
structure of the GSA and means of involvement with GSP implementation. The listing is not 
intended to be exhaustive and, should additional entities emerge and be identified, they will be 
contacted and engaged with accordingly. 

(a) Groundwater Right Holders 

(1) Agricultural Users: 

• 

• 

Landowners/water users within Tulare ID service area- Representation on 
GSA board through TID board appointments thereon; GSP activities/ actions to 
reflect groundwater dependence and well operations of all farmers within TID, 
within the context of sustainable management. 

Ag. organizations - Tulare County Farm Bureau 

(2) Domestic Well Owners 

• Homestead owners within Tulare ID- GSP activities/actions to reflect 
groundwater dependence and well operations of all property owners with 
domestic wells within TID, within the context of sustainable management. 
Many domestic well owners are TID landowners/farmers. 

• Domestic well owners within the cities of Tulare and Visalia- There are a 
limited number of residences within the two cities that are not connected to 
municipal water systems, typically rural residential areas that have been annexed 
into the cities. 
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(b) Municipal Well Operators 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Pratt Mutual Water Co. - GSP activities/ actions to reflect groundwater 
dependence and well operations of all well operators within GSA boundaries, 
within the context of sustainable management. 

Soults Mutual Water Co. - Same as above 

Mooney Grove Park- Same as above 

Cutler Park (outside of city limits)- Same as above 

Saputo Dairy Food USA- Same as above 

Mobile Home Parks (MHP)- Mooney Grove Manor, Royal Oaks, Westlake 
Village, Willow Glen, County Manor, Mountain View- Same as above 

The Lakes- Same as above 

Bedel Mutual Water Company- Same as above 

(c) Public Water Systems 

• 

• 

• 

• 

City of Tulare- Representation on GSA board through City appointments 
thereon; appointments of City staff to one or more GSA committees. GSP 
activities/ actions to reflect groundwater dependence and well operations of the 
City, within the context of sustainable management. 

Calif. Water Service Co.- GSP activities/actions to reflect groundwater 
dependence and well operations of Cal Water, within the context of sustainable 
management. Appointment to one or more stakeholder/advisory committees of 
GSA. 

Tulare Irrigation District- Representation on GSA board through District 
appointments thereon; appointments of District staff to one or more GSA 
committees. GSP activities/ actions to reflect groundwater dependence and well 
operations of TID and District water users, within the context of sustainable 
management. 

Rural school districts- Buena Vista, Liberty, Oak Valley, Palo Verde, 
Waukena, Sundale and Packwood- GSP activities/actions to reflect 
groundwater dependence and well operations of school districts, within the 
context of sustainable management. Possible appointments to one or more 
stakeholder/advisory committees of GSA. 
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o Water districts with areas also in adjacent sub-basins- Kings Co. WD, 
Corcoran ID, Lakeside WD -Communication and coordination re GSA 
formation, boundary consistency and potential boundary adjustments, and GSP 
preparation 

(d) Local land Use Planning Agencies 

• City of Tulare- Member of GSA with representatives on GSA board; to be 
represented on management, technical and advisory committees. 

• City of Visalia- Member of GSA with representatives on GSA board; to be 
represented on management, technical and advisory committees. 

o Tulare County- Signatory to Coordination Agreement among Kaweah Sub­
Basin GSAs; appointment to one or more stakeholder/ advisory committees of 
GSA. GSP implementation to incorporate role of County in management of 
unincorporated areas within existing and future city limits of Visalia and Tulare. 

• Tulare County LAFCO - GSP implementation to incorporate role ofLAFCO 
in management of unincorporated areas within existing and future city limits of 
Visalia and Tulare. 

(e) Environmental Users of Groundwater 

o None yet identified 

(f) Surface Water Users 

• Landowners within Tulare ID 

(g) Federal Government 

0 No sites identified 

(h) Calif: Native Tribes 

• Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi-Y olmt Tribe 

• Wuksache Tribe 

(i) Disadvantaged Communities 

• Soults Tract 

o Lone Oak Tract 
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• Matheny Tract 

• E. Tulare Tract 

• Mobile Home Parks -Those identified as DACs 

• DAC organizations- Self-Help Enterprises, Community Water Center 

G) §10927 Groundwater Monitoring/Reporting Entities 

• Tulare ID -Member of GSA with representatives on GSA board; to be 
represented on management, technical and advisory committees. GSP 
implementation to incorporate role of TID in surface water deliveries, sub-basin 
water management, and monitoring and data collection efforts. 

• City of Tulare -Member of GSA with representatives on GSA board; to be 
represented on management, technical and advisory committees. GSP 
implementation to incorporate role of City in surface water deliveries, sub-basin 
water management, and monitoring and data collection efforts. 

• Kaweah Delta WCD- Signatory to Coordination Agreement among Kaweah 
Sub-Basin GSAs; appointment to one or more stakeholder/advisory committees 
of GSA. GSP implementation to incorporate role ofKDWCD in surface water 
distribution, sub-basin water management, and monitoring and data collection 
efforts. 

• Calif. Water Service Co. -Appointment to one or more stakeholder I advisory 
committees of GSA. GSP implementation to incorporate role of Cal Water in 
groundwater monitoring and extraction/ usage data collection efforts. 
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